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Luiz Inacio "Lula" da Silva presidential candidate for the Workers Party (PT) in Brazil's upcoming
general elections- -continues to lead in public opinion polls, with a two-to-one lead over his closest
opponents. In an effort to broaden his appeal even more, Lula has substantially moderated his
party's campaign platform, rejecting such radical measures as a moratorium on the foreign debt or
the reimposition of "protectionist" tariffs on imports. Lula hopes that by moderating his campaign
pledges the PT can forge electoral alliances with "centrist" political groups, while at the same time
buffer opposition to his candidacy among the business community and the military.
On May 1, the PT formally appointed Lula as the party's presidential candidate in the Oct. 3
presidential election. The official proclamation a legal prerequisite before the Federal Electoral
Tribunal can grant the party a license to begin massive propaganda drives marks the formal start of
the PT's campaign. Still, the party's plan to inaugurate the campaign with a massive political rally
commemorating workers' day was postponed due to the sudden death of Brazil's acclaimed sports
hero Ayrton Senna, three-time champion of the "Formula One" car races who boasted 41 grand prix
victories. President Itamar Franco declared three days of national mourning, and Senna's funeral
attracted some one million people. As a result, the PT has rescheduled its inaugural rally for May 31,
planning a huge political event to launch the PT on its campaign trail.
To date, Lula continues to lead in public opinion polls of voter preferences. Since 1993 nearly all
opinion polls have given Lula an ample lead over all his rivals, with the PT candidate consistently
commanding above 30% of the vote, compared to at best 20% for the closest runner-up. In the
most recent survey published by Jornal do Brasil daily newspaper in late April, Lula appears to be
growing even more in popularity compared to his rivals. In the latest poll, 35% of the 3,100 voters
surveyed said they would back Lula, compared to 16% for Fernando Henrique Cardoso of the
Brazilian Social Democrat Party (PSDB), giving the PT more than a two-to-one lead over the closest
rival. Still, if ex- president Jose Sarney of the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) enters
the race, the poll indicates that Lula's share of the vote would drop to 30%, although he would still
maintain an ample lead over Sarney's 19% and Cardoso's 15%. In fact, commentaries in some of the
local dailies even suggest that Lula could win by a landslide in the first round of voting on Oct. 3. If
no candidate pools more than 50% of the valid votes, a runoff election would be held on Nov. 15.
In a stark reflection of Lula's snowballing candidacy, governments and political parties from
throughout Latin America, Europe, and even the US sent delegates to the PT's May 1 national
convention, where Lula received the party's official nomination. The State Department sent two
special representatives from Washington, and they were joined at the convention by two highranking officials from the US embassy in Brazil. Lula's electoral appeal is largely fueled by his long
trajectory as a labor leader. From 1975-1981, he headed the communist-oriented Metal Workers
Union (Sindicato de Metalurgicos de Sao Bernardo y Diadema), and in 1980 he was briefly jailed for
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militant labor activities by the military government. Shortly after his release, Lula founded the PT,
and in 1982 he ran as that party's presidential candidate against former president Janio Ouadros,
coming in fourth place with less than 10% of the votes.
In 1986, Lula was elected as a deputy to the constituent assembly, and in 1989 he ran again for the
presidency against Fernando Collor de Mello, who won in a runoff election against Lula. The PT
candidate attracted 16% of the votes in the first round in 1989, and then received 31 million ballots,
or 38% of the vote, in the runoff. The massive corruption scandals that forced Collor to resign in 1992
and that still plague President Franco's administration have greatly benefitted Lula, who is seen as a
white horse in a sea of corrupt political parties and politicians.
Nevertheless, in a careful effort to avoid triumphalism, Lula has adamantly pushed his party to
adopt a moderate campaign platform to assure the backing of "middle-of-the- road" voters and
pave the way for possible electoral alliances with centrist political groups. At the PT's national
convention, Lula headed tedious and often-conflictive negotiations with the party's radical wing to
eliminate the most militant social, economic, and political positions from the party platform. The
PT is divided into three internal factions: 1) the moderates, known as the "lights," which is headed
by Lula and represents about 31% of the 500 delegates to the national convention; 2) the radicals,
known as "chiitas," which is headed by party leaders Ruy Falcao and Luis Eduardo Greenhalg and
which commands about 40% of the convention votes; and 3) the "independent" wing.
Among the most polemic issues debated at the convention were demands by the radicals to include
the promise of an "immediate debt moratorium" in the campaign platform, plus the complete
legalization of abortion and authorization for public funds to be used to finance abortions for poor
women. After 12 hours of grueling debate on May 1, the radicals and the moderates reached a
compromise on both issues. The platform now calls for "renegotiation" of the foreign debt to seek
more favorable repayment terms for Brazil, and only authorizes Lula to declare a moratorium if
foreign creditors remain intransigent in negotiations. The demand for federally funded abortion
services, meanwhile, was completely dropped from the platform in order not to rile the Catholic
Church.
Other points in the platform also reflect Lula's moderate line. Rather than call for total opposition
to the privatization of state firms, the PT says it will only prohibit the sale of "strategic" enterprises
such as the state oil and telecommunications monopolies, and it will not attempt to roll back
previous privatizations carried out under the Collor and Franco administrations. And, rather than
advocate a return to "protectionist" tariffs and other trade barriers to shore up domestic industries
against foreign competition, Lula will seek to include safeguards and special assistance funds to help
small domestic businesses compete better.
In exchange for backing from the radicals for his moderate policies, Lula forfeited control of the
party apparatus during his period in office. Among other appointments, for example, Ruy Falcao
was elected as PT president at the convention. Perhaps more important, however, the final PT
platform still represents a radical departure from the neo-liberal policies promoted by all the
mainstream parties running in the elections, thus assuring that the PT will remain united despite the
internal disputes. Indeed, Lula promises to seek a new model for rural and urban development that
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distinctly favors the poor, enforcing for instance strict adherence to internationally-accepted labor
standards by the private sector.
"The development of capitalism in our country has not even made it to the French Revolution," said
Lula. "The private sector has yet to even negotiate fair labor contracts, much less apply fair labor
practices in their enterprises. Businessmen must modernize their labor relations." Among other
things, Lula says his government will launch the most tenacious attempt in Brazilian history to force
the economic elite to pay their taxes. An estimated US$50 billion per year is lost to tax evasion, and
da Silva says that at least half of the country's 214,000 officially-licensed businesses simply do not
pay taxes. The expected increase in tax revenue would then be used to fund massive public works to
create employment opportunities.
The government would also create a special line of credit to help landless peasants obtain land and
give small farmers more access to credit. And, Lula promises an immense increase in educational
opportunities for all citizens so that the total amount spent by the state on education each year is at
least equivalent to 10% of GDP. The effort to moderate the PT's platform is now expected to pave the
way for electoral alliances with other centrist parties. The PT is negotiating the backing of dissident
cliques within Henrique Cardoso's PSDB, and is seeking support from dissenters in the Democratic
Workers Party (PDT), which is headed by the former governor of Rio de Janeiro state, Leonel Brizola.
Apparently, the radical wing of the social democrat PSDB is disturbed by Cardoso's efforts to forge
electoral alliances with conservative parties, foreshadowing an internal split in that party. At the
same time, many members of the center-left PDT are irked because they believe Brizola's personal
political aspirations are blocking an alliance with the PT.
Finally, while Lula's moderate line improves the PT's electoral standing and ability to negotiate
with other parties, it also helps buffer opposition to his candidacy within the business community
and the military. Without at least tacit acceptance by those sectors, Lula fears that even if he won
the president's chair they would block his ability to govern the country. "I have no vocation to be
Allende II," said da Silva in a recent interview, referring to Chile's socialist president Salvador
Allende, who was overthrown in a business-supported military coup in 1973. "We are going to be
elected, and we are going to fulfill our program."
In fact, to woo both the business community and military officers, Lula and his associates have been
regularly meeting with private sector representatives and army officers to explain their views. In
addition, Lula has shrewdly offered an increase in resources for the army to reinforce its ability to
guard borders and protect national sovereignty, while at the same time suggesting that the military
participate in his government's planned anti-poverty programs. "I believe we have greatly overcome
the distrust that previously dominated those groups," said Lula of his efforts to build ties with the
private sector and the military. "Perhaps they won't vote for me, but they are not going to wage a
terrorist campaign against my candidacy."

-- End --
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